Ideas & Activities to promote reading in the Early Years
Reading gives children a wealth of new vocabulary, of information about stories that they can relate to, experiences they can label and new or imaginary worlds that helps them to develop their imagination.  
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The Booktrust website has lots of fantastic reading resources, including a ‘book finder’ tool and it’s ‘Hometime’ section is full of story clips and activities, all categorised by age.  

Teach Your Monster to Read
The Teach Your Monster to Read website and app encourages children to teach their own ‘monster’ character early reading skills, from matching letters and sounds to short stories.
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Hungry Little Minds
Talk is the foundation of reading.  Children learn new vocabulary through speaking and listening and spending time with you, developing attachment, communication and play skills will aid their learning across the curriculum.
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Hungry Little Minds offers a fantastic range of age-appropriate activities that you could try at home, all of which aid learning and development in line with the EYFS framework. 
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Learning through play and everyday activities

[image: ]Visit Words for Life to download an ‘I spy Activity book with everyday activities to do with pre-school children.  Encourage lots of description and explanation to expand their thinking and use of vocabulary.






[bookmark: _Hlk49189376]Here to support you
If you’d like more ideas or advice to support reading for the child that you’re fostering, feel free to contact Sara Martin, Early Years and Primary Specialist at Sutton Virtual School on sara.martin@cognus.org.uk. 
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Read

Reading stories helps children understand change, challenges and feelings. It doesn't have to be a complicated book. A magazine, comic or made up
story will work too.

Make a memory book Make your own story
Help your child learn about reading, Making up stories helps your child learn
drawing, and choosing things they like. to use their imagination and

communicate.

Learn more Learn more

See more!

Choose a favourite
book

Looking at books together helps your
child feel confident when they start
learning to read.

Learn more
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HomeTime for children aged 5 and under
We've put together some fun stories and activities to help keep you and your child entertained when
you're at home.

Please note: We sometimes link to third party sites, including YouTube, so children should ot use HomeTime unsupervised.
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