Communication for Families
Subject: Clarifying support arrangements for children with SEND
We want to reassure families about how support for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) is planned and delivered across Sutton schools.
What is changing – and what is not
· Children’s support is not being reduced.
· Schools remain legally required to meet children’s needs through Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP), reasonable adjustments, and best endeavours.
· Specialist Educational Provision (SEP) will continue to be fully specified and legally enforceable within Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs).
Understanding the different types of support
	Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP)

	Individual Support Plan (ISP) – also known as SEN Support Plans or Inclusion passports
	Specialist Educational Provision (SEP)

	· This is the support that all schools are expected to provide for children with SEND.
· It does not require an EHCP.
· Schools must provide this as part of their everyday responsibilities.
	· Children with an EHCP should also have an ISP in school.
· The ISP sets out the OAP your child receives in school.
· Professional reports (for example from Educational Psychologists or Therapists) will still describe OAP and can be used to review and update the ISP.
	· This is specialist or individual support that goes beyond what schools normally provide.
· SEP is written into Section F of an EHCP and is legally binding.




· OAP is the expected support all schools must provide for pupils with SEND as part of their core duties.
· SEP is specialist, individualised support that goes beyond what schools would ordinarily provide.
· EHCPs are being updated so that Section F clearly focuses on SEP, ensuring this specialist provision remains precise, enforceable and effective.
Why this approach is being taken
· Including large amounts of OAP in EHCPs has, over time, made plans too long and less focused on specialist need.
· Clarifying the difference between OAP and SEP helps schools, families and professionals work together more effectively. Children with EHCP should have an Individual Support Plan (ISP) that has the OAP included in them. The OAP will still be included in reports from professionals such as Educational Psychologists and Therapists, which can be used to review and update the ISP. 
Accountability and oversight
· OAP is not optional and does not rely on an EHCP to be delivered.
· Schools are accountable for OAP through their statutory duties, inspections, and local authority oversight.
· Annual Reviews will continue to be used to ensure EHCPs reflect a child’s current needs and required special educational provision (SEP).
Strengthening support across schools
· Work is underway to strengthen consistency of support across all Sutton schools.
· Schools, specialists and the local authority continue to work together to agree clear expectations and shared approaches.
· This ensures all children benefit from strong universal and targeted support, not only those with an EHCP.
If you have concerns about your child’s support, your school remains your first point of contact, and annual reviews remain the appropriate forum for any changes to EHCP.

