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Helping Language Develop: Simple Strategies That Make a Big Difference
Language develops through everyday interactions. As parents and practitioners, the way we communicate with young children can have a significant impact on their understanding, confidence and ability to express themselves. Simple changes to our conversations can create more opportunities for language learning and support children's communication skills. 
Describe What Children Are Doing
One of the most effective ways to support language development is to comment on what a child is doing rather than asking lots of questions. For example, while a child is completing a puzzle, you might say:
"You're looking for a piece of the puzzle."
 "You've found the dog's ear."
 "You're fitting the ear in." 
This provides children with the words they need to understand and talk about their experiences. It also reduces pressure and helps keep interactions positive and enjoyable.
Build on What Children Say
When a child uses words or short phrases, adults can gently expand their language by adding one or two extra words.
For example:
Child: "Kick ball."
 Adult: "He's kicking the ball." 
This models the next stage of language development and helps children learn how words fit together in sentences.
Introduce New Vocabulary
Adults can also model new words and ideas during play and everyday routines.
For example:
Child: "Kick ball."
 Adult: "Yes, he's scored a goal." 
Hearing rich language in meaningful situations helps children develop a wider vocabulary and improve their understanding.
Offer Choices Instead of Yes/No Questions
Questions that only require a "yes" or "no" response can limit opportunities for conversation. Instead, offer meaningful choices.
Rather than asking:
"Do you want a drink?"
Try:
"Would you like orange juice or milk?"
This encourages children to use language to make decisions and express their preferences.
The Benefits for Children
Using these strategies consistently can help children to:
· Develop a larger vocabulary.
· Understand and use longer sentences.
· Build confidence when communicating.
· Improve attention and listening skills.
· Feel successful and engaged during interactions with adults.
· Develop strong foundations for learning, social relationships and future literacy skills. 
A Shared Approach
When parents and practitioners use similar strategies at home and in early years settings, children benefit from consistent support. Language-rich interactions throughout the day help children learn new words, express their thoughts and feelings, and become confident communicators.
Small changes in everyday conversations can have a lasting impact on children's language development and future outcomes. 
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